
SAFEGUARD
ING OUR 
VOTES

New Jersey Voting in the Age of 
COVID-19



Make sure that 
your video is 

turned on so we 
can see you!

Use the chat box to ask 
or respond to 

questions, or to let us 
know if you need 

anything,

Switch to 
Gallery view 
if you only 

see the 
speaker, or 
vice versa.

Click the … 
for more 
options, 
including 
renaming 

yourself so 
that your 

name 
appears 

correctly.

Zoom Basics



Introduce 
Yourself in the 
Chat Box: What 
is your name, 
town, and what 
was the first 
election in 
which you cast 
a vote?



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.paellachips.com/2012/06/la-complicacion-del-voto-rogado.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Goals

• Provide trusted, detailed, and 
up-to-date information on 
both HOW to vote in New 
Jersey in the 2020 General 
Election and WHY our system 
works this way

• New Jersey voters know how 
to avoid even inadvertently 
spreading misinformation

• New Jersey voters are ready 
to vote early and make a 
voting plan

• New Jersey congregants learn 
about Every Voice, Every Vote: 
The Reform Movement’s 2020 
Civic Engagement Campaign 
and RAC-NJ



Setting the Stage



Always Ask 
When You See 
Voting 
Guidance, 
Especially 
Online

Is this reliable, up-to-
date, local information 
from a trusted source?



Would You Trust These Sources?

Your Cousin on Facebook
NJ Division of Elections 

Webpage



Partisan Sources Can Be Problematic

This is 
misinformation. In 
NJ in 2020, we do 

not request mail-in 
ballots.

This is 
misinformation. 

Our 2020 NJ 
Election is tightly 

regulated.



Is It Recent? (Look 
for COVID-19 

Election Resources 
or Similar)



Is It Local?



Religious 
Action 

Center of 
Reform 
Judaism 

(RAC)

• Affiliate of the Union of Reform Judaism

• 60 years of history driving justice at the 
federal level

• Historically:

• 1964 Civil Rights Act

• 1965 Voting Rights Act

• More Recently:

• Marriage Equality

• Defense of Affordable Care Act

• Americans with Disabilities Act

• Reauthorization of Violence Against 
Women Act

• Repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell



קולותכל
EVERY VOICE

EVERY VOTE

THE REFORM MOVEMENT’S 2020 CIVIC 

ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN



A Nonpartisan Campaign

Decisions – Elected 
officials determine
policy around issues we 
care about from racial 
justice to healthcare to 
reproductive justice. 

Election – Voters elect 
officials and vote on 
ballot initiatives

Within 501c3 
guidelines, we can:
• Discuss issues
• Advocate for equal 

access to the ballot

Within 501c3 
guidelines, we cannot:
• Endorse candidates 

or parties



“Jewish tradition views government as a human partnership with God. Where

Torah predicts that Israelites would want civil rulers instead of priests and

prophets, Moses told the people: “[B]e sure to place over yourselves the king

that God elects for you” (Deut. 17:14-15). The canon records that God chose the

first king, Saul (1 Sam. 9:16-17). The second king, David, was chosen by God but

confirmed by “all of Israel’s elders” (2 Sam. 5:3). The third king, his son

Solomon, ruled in David’s bloodline but “all the people” together ratified his

accession (1 Kings 1:39). Given this democratic shift, Talmud opined that not

even God could select rulers without consulting the people (B.T. Berachot 55a).”

-David Evan Markus

Voting Our Jewish Values



The RAC and the RAC State Projects



What Do Our Jewish Values 
Require of Us Around Voting 

During COVID?

Saving Lives 

Sacred

Comm-

unity

Compassion

Justice

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.inbrampton.com/one-ontario-case-of-coronavirus-resolved-chief-medical-officer
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COVID Upended Our NJ Election 
Process for 2020

• 2020 New Jersey Elections
– May Municipal Non-Partisan Elections (in some 

New Jersey municipalities)
– July Primary
– November General Election

• All three elections became entirely or primarily 
Vote-by-Mail Elections

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_drug_repurposing_research
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


VBM

Vote By Mail



How it will work

• Mail-in ballots mailed automatically to 
active, registered voters (By October 5)

• 4 ways to return ballots
• Secure drop boxes* 

• USPS (Postage pre-paid) 

• Polling sites Election Day*

• Board of Elections offices**

In Person
• Fewer polling places*

50% of normal count county wide; at least one per 
municipality

• Paper (provisional) ballots
Machine for voters with disabilities 

• YOUR OWN Vote-by-mail ballot 
drop-off

• All standard Covid-19 precautions

By Vote-by-Mail Ballot

2020 General Election

*    Voters will be sent poll locations in separate mailing (sent 10/23)
**  In person to 300 Halls Mill Rd., Freehold



The safest way to proceed

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1 2 3

FROM HOME!

Make a plan to . . . 



Deadline:
21 days before the election 

Registration Deadline

GENERAL ELECTION 
November 3, 2020



Who’s eligible to register?

❑ A U.S. citizen

❑ At least 17 years old 
(But you can not vote until you turn 18)

❑ A resident of the county for 30 days before the election

❑ Not serving a prison sentence for a felony

You can vote if you are on parole or probation but 
you need to register—even if you were registered before.



Are you already registered?

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml

Multiple paths to the same destination

NJ voter-registration database

Note: Currently the NJ registered voter database does not include 
17 year-olds who have registered but are not yet eligible to vote.

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml


How do I get a application?

Request the form from the LWV
Text “NEED FORM” to 732-927-1131.  

We’ll be in touch and mail one to you

Text for 

help

^

Print the form at home
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter

-registration.shtml

Or

MonmouthCountyVotes.com

Note: Forms are available at the Election Office, 300 Halls Mill Rd., Freehold 
(732-431-7780 x 7786) and at most libraries, town halls, etc. 

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/


On-line registration option 

You need a form of identification and 

a way to provide a signature . . .

Either through Motor Vehicles

❑ NJ Driver’s License, OR

❑ NJ MVC  Non-Driver ID

OR—using your Social Security 

Number and entering your signature

❑ Sign on screen, OR

❑ Scan and upload

https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/register

Available since 9/4/2020

https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/register


Online form

Completing the Voter 
Registration Form 

27

VIDEO

How to Register Voters 
in NJ Workshops

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/assets/pdf/forms-voter-registration/68-voter-registration-english-monmouth.pdf
https://vimeo.com/403170931?emci=584642f6-b779-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=d5240ac3-eb79-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=2833107
http://lwvsmc.org/


Submit your Voter 
Registration Application

Fold and tape (not staple) your form 
and drop it in a mailbox.
Your form is already addressed and stamped.

(Or, deliver in person to the Superintendent of Elections/Commissioner of 
Registration Office,  300 Halls Mill Rd. Freehold) 

DEADLINES
Postmarked 21 days before Election Day (October 13) 

Once registered, you stay registered and do not need to submit another form 
unless you change your address, name, signature, or party affiliation.



Commit

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1
2 3



Learn about the 
candidates and issues

Vote411.com
• Detailed candidate information at all levels
• Information about ballot questions
• COVID-19 related election changes

• Check  registration status
• Find a first-time voter checklist

Candidate Forums
Bradley Beach Mayor, Sep 23, 6:30 

Neptune Board of Education, Oct 1, 6:30 
Asbury Park Board of Education, Oct 6, 6:30 

Belmar Borough Council, Oct 7, 6:30 
Congressional District 4, Oct 8, 7:00 

Borough of Little Silver Council, Oct 12. 7:00 
Monmouth County Freeholder and Clerk, Oct 14, 7:30 
Township of Ocean Board of Education, Oct 15,  6:30

http://lwvsmc.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
https://www.vote411.org/


Finally . . .

REGISTER VOTECOMMIT

1

3
2



Filling out the VBM ballot

VIDEO
How to vote by mail

You’ll receive a package in the mail. 
It contains your ballot and two envelopes.

1 2

Fill in the circles on the ballot to mark your 
choices.  Use a blue or black pen—not pencil or 
marker. The ballots are scanned by machine.

Put the ballot in the 
certification envelope.  
Do not detach or damage the flap!

3

Complete the information 
on the outside of the 
smaller envelope and sign.

4

Place the certification envelope 
in the outer envelope and seal.
It is self-addressed and stamped.

5

https://vimeo.com/449840414


Video (4 minutes)

https://vimeo.com/449840414

https://vimeo.com/449840414


If you use a “bearer”

If someone else mails or drops off your ballot, they must fill in the “Bearer” 
information on the outside envelope.

Bearer can deliver no 
more than three ballots



• Aberdeen Municipal Building

• Allentown Borough Hall

• Asbury Park City Hall

• Borough of Belmar Municipal Building

• Eatontown Borough Municipal Building

• Board of Elections Office

• Hazlet Agency – NJ Motor Vehicle 
Commission

• Howell Township Municipal Building

• Long Branch City Hall

• Manalapan Township Municipal Building

• Middletown Municipal Building

Monmouth County Drop Boxes

• Croydon Hall, Leonardo

• Neptune Township Municipal Building

• Ocean Township Town Hall

• Red Bank Borough Municipal Building

• Rumson Borough Hall

• Wall Township Municipal Building



Are vote-by-mail ballots safe?

• The data makes the case

• Since 2000, 250 million mail-in ballots cast; 143 criminal 

convictions for election fraud

• Five states (CO, HI, OR, UT, WA) use vote-by-mail primarily; 

few- to-no fraud cases

• Safeguards are in place

• Identity verification

• Bar codes

• Secure Drop Boxes

• Harsh penalties

• Post-election audits (statistical 

anomalies)

2018 

Mid-Term Election

25.8% vote-

by-mail

(31 million)

74.2%  in-person 

voting



New Jersey Keeps Improving

May Election

• 9.6% of voted 
ballots were 
rejected

July Election

• 2.8% of voted 
ballots were 
rejected

November 
Election

• Goal: 0% of 
voted ballots 
rejected



How to know your 
ballot was counted

You will be notified automatically by mail if your ballot is rejected.

https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/auth/sign-up

NJ Voter Public Access Sign Up

OR - Call Board of Elections Office 732-431-7802 x. 7150

https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/auth/sign-up
https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/auth/sign-up


New 
Stuff

• This is a paper ballot election (primarily 
vote by mail) 

• New Jersey has online voter registration 
for the first time – please share this far 
and wide!!!

• Unless I have a disability that requires 
me to vote on a machine, I cannot vote 
on a machine in the 2020 General 
Election

• I can vote a provisional ballot on 
Election Day +

• I have 4 ways to return my Vote By Mail 
Ballot – only one depends on USPS

• VOTE EARLY!!!!



VOTE EARLY!!!!



We Have So 
Much Potential

• URJ Congregations are located in 27 
of 40 NJ Legislative Districts

• Congregants who have taken action
with RAC-NJ live in 34 of 40 
legislative districts

• 15,000 families in legislative districts 
across the state have potential to 
make us heard as Jews in Trenton



Monmouth County (9/30/2020)
Data Status Website

2020 General Election How to 
Information

Updated – Good FAQ https://www.monmouthcountyv
otes.com/elections/general-
election/

Secure Drop Box Locations Updated https://www.monmouthcountyv
otes.com/vote-by-mail-drop-box-
locations/

General Election Polling Locations Updated https://www.monmouthcountyv
otes.com/voter-
information/polling-places/

Ballot Mailing Status Updated https://www.monmouthcountyv
otes.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/Clerk-
Hanlon-announces-that-Mail-In-
Ballots-are-on-their-Way-More-
than-450000-ballots-to-be-sent-
to-active-Monmouth-County-
voters-per-State-mandate.pdf

https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/elections/general-election/
https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/vote-by-mail-drop-box-locations/
https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/voter-information/polling-places/
https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Clerk-Hanlon-announces-that-Mail-In-Ballots-are-on-their-Way-More-than-450000-ballots-to-be-sent-to-active-Monmouth-County-voters-per-State-mandate.pdf


New Jersey 
Track My 
Ballot

https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/auth
/sign-in
(Public Access Sign-In)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Voter Protection Hotlines

• NJ State-run Voting 
Information & 
Assistance Hotline: 1-
877-NJ-VOTER (1-877-
658-6837)

• Lawyers Committee for 
Civil Rights Election 
Protection Hotline: 866-
OUR-VOTE (866-687-
8683)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telephone
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When Will We Know Who Won???

OUR COUNTIES MUST CERTIFY ELECTION 
RESULTS BY NOV. 23 for Electoral College 
Purposes.



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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RAC-NJ Can Build OUR 

Power to Act

By voting this November and taking time to document our voting and our 

turnout operations

MRT Virtual Pledge Card: https://urj.tfaforms.net/386

https://urj.tfaforms.net/386

